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10 i» Si the::Manarck's Face ib the, K. et” 
'Lavreat 'staſk—To'record the riſe and fall of, Empires 
Is the peculiar province of the. biſtorian—but to im- 
mortalize i in anaiverſacſredramemarſtigns the emanci- 
- pation/c of a people from the (hackles of-flavery; 1 18 the 
fat more angtefolc employment of a freeman. The S 
orators of old might dazzle with the ſplendor. of dic- 
tion, and the populace kiſs their chains oiled with 
the harmony of words. Demoſthenes, in philip- 

pie ſtraine, might rouſe the Greeks to arms, and Cice- 
ro, in diffuſtve language, add a demreaip fuel to he | 

a within the walls of Rome. nn.” 

Bat Liberty, eſtabliſhed on the broad baſis of inde- 
 "pendence, and the peoples virtue needs not the aid 
of ſweet flowing periods, nor hidden temedies con- 
cealed in guilded pills. U ndeceitful expetience teali- 
nes the ſubſtance from the ſhadow, and diſcriminates 

5 between the Phantom and Fruition, DIG Ihe mnigles 
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a — og to anden her value, nor pens — in wildom 8 
to enhance her worth. 5 | 
_Theillufive pen of venality, . calgn calm the breaſt of 
_ oppreſſion, finds no place with her ; neither does ſhe 
Worship affliction, through the mirror of deception, 
Whilſt the courtier in deſpotic governments, to pleaſe. 
his prince, tortures truth and language, and philoſo- 
phizes oppreſſion into ſyſtem, and the venal wiiter to 
caſt a ſhade over the milery of his fellow mortals, tells 
them in all the gravity of ariftocratic eloquence, that 
| | happinels i is theits. Whilft ave is made acceflary | 1 
to the oppreſſion of his ſellow ſlave, and all tredd 
"together the ſame round of miſery and deſpair. The 
Ftee: man poſſeſſes, in actual epjoyment, What the 
llave knows but in idea, the whole extent of her elo- 
= de is emhraced in this expreſſion, I am free! 
The unity of truth needs nat the circumlocution of N 
Janguage to prove ts exiſtance.z/it is incapable of al. 
"toy. The gay ſtile of tyrants with all its gaudy attite 
muſt give place to the chaſte ſtile of dempctatie ſim - 
plieity a whilt the mind of genius is labouring to 
prove unexiſting feligity, and conſolating ſhadows 
into ſubſtance; the free. man with leis expence of 
truth and Tide enjoys the prine, the Ather 1 to 
big INES, 
It is my part, this nds to lead i in this lags: . 
85 H of that event which ought to be recorded in 
* * e on eien beealt, but | 
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Ikewiſe on the breaſt of every friend. to humanity- 
be declaration of the Independence of the United States 
of America! An event which will redound to the be- 


nedfit of unborn millions lan event which future a- 
ges will ſanctify with feſtive oblations, and for which 


rhey will have moſt abundant reaſon to bleſs thoſe 
who firſt embarked in that cauſe which gave birth to 
Ini others, 7. ed do e e dion pts 
On the fourth of July 1776, the AmericanCangreſs 
declared theſe ſtates free and independent, and total* 
ly abſolved them from all ' allegiance to the Britiſh 
crown. The effects arifing from this 4everance of 
connection with the Britiſh empire, we have now had 
eighteen years experience; the event has amply prov- 
ed the utility of the meaſure, and the wiſdom of thoſe 
This famous declaration, which emancipated three 
millions of people from the hand of tyranny and op- 
preſſion, has been annually celebrated in this country 
n f 099 1997 lod Dope 
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Bat the occaſion which gives riſe to theſe general 
diſplays of feſtivity and congratulation, is not confined 
ſolely to this weſtern world. We ſee the lacred prin- 
ciples of Liberty and the Rights of Man, expanding 
far and wide, their benign influences; and ' catching 
nike electric fire fluid, among the long oppreſſed in- 
|  habitants of the Europenn nations. Already has the 
fair goddeſs of Liberty erected her ſtandard in France, 
and twenty five millions, in holy devotion, have bow'd 
me knee to her ſacred N his benign friend of 


l 


0 


the human es the latent fire of enthuſtaſm i is 


now making the moſt rapid ſtrides in thoſe countties 


which for ages have been nee ander the dark : 


clouds of deſpoꝛiſm. 

Nor will ſhe ſtop her career wil, he hasi 8 all 
Her enemies under her ſeet. Thus ſhall the Fepring 
become inſtructors of wiſdom to their parents. 
No will the genius of Liberty, if I may be in- 
dulged a prophetic idea, be confined within the nar - 
row bounds of Europe; her influences, are as per- 


vading as the ſolar rays, and her reſources. as ine xe 


Hhavſtable as. infinite goodnels, . 11851 
Having erected and eſtabliſhed her dune kia has 


European world, ſhe croſes the Heleipont to give 
Liberty to Aſia. Thither waving her inviting Ban 


ner, till the Rights of Man ride triumphant on the 
Banks of Iadies, and Africa in her turn experiences 
the happy influences of her. power, germinating in her- 
ſoil. However phantaſtic, the accompliſhment: of 


theſe events, may be, to the mind of the ſceptic, they, 


7 will ever be the ardent . wiſhes of that benevolence, 


which is exerciſed in diffuſing ſome ſhare of its own. : 
ſelicity. Of that humanity, which euet ought to: 


_ characterize a reaſonable. Being, 


But let us return from theſe. ideal contemplations 


of foreign Countries, to What paſſes, and is livelily: 
exhibited in our-own. It is. hete that we behold the 
bleſſiags ariſing from Freedom. and Independence. 
It is here that we behold, almoſt excluſively exerciled 


the birth-Right of Man. A emen which ies 
the legitimate offspring of the peoples will as — 


| by remote from Licentiouſaeſs on he one hand as | 
from tyranny on the other. A government, the re. 
ſult of wiſdom, ſounded. in juſtice and as ſacred as 
dom, that we have the moſt abundant teſtimony from 


experience, that man is capable of governing himſelf; | 


a poſition-which: the ſages. of old acknowledge to be 
beautiful in theory, but denied ita reducibility to prac = 
the convulſions which have: lately diſtracted that pacg 
of the world, the wiſdom of our government, an 
the bleſſings of our Independence, have been ſingu- 
larly manifeſted. Although out local ſituation natu- 
rally detatches us from the vortex of European po litics, 
yet we mult inevitably have been involved - therein, 
had it not been for our | Independence... Although - 
cvery effort has been made, which invention could 
ſuggeſt, not only by European emiſſaties, but by in- 
ternal enemies of out government, to plunge us into 
this tranſatlantic war, and as the groſſeſt violations 
of the principles of neutrality, Which it has been the 
policy af this couatty, to obſet ve, have been practiſed 
yet we have hitherto, happily eſcaped that misfortunes 
Whoever will caſt his eye upon the hiſtory of Europe: 
for two Centuries paſt, will find that there has been 
an ataalexiſtiog-war in that country for nearly one 
half of the time during that period, and which has, 


as 


indeed, nat been confined: to one or two Nations, hut 


has com noaly embraced: in its conlequences, maſt ot 
the Eutopeau pq wers. Ia fact, the preſent ma- 


— 
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© WicHiesl! governments/in that. county, — lex 
nnd intticate , chief executive powers; ſo attached to 
Lac other, by family compacts and the ties of con- 
"INRA thatit amounts almoſt to a total Deſtruc- 
_ tibn of Independence among them, ſo that it would 
cem upon the Principles of the preſent complicated 
fſyſtem of Polities in Europe, that e millions of that 
beautiful country; are deſtined by nature, to be the 
abject ſlaves of a few crowned heads. They would 
like the antient Egyptian tyrant, ſhake 0 op- 
eſſion over the head of their e e Ri harnel- = 
to the chariot. 7 
"0 © The'principles of ſlavery” Glogs: to go FRO ſo 
rated in the conſtitution, the mind fo accuſtom - 
ed 0 vaſſalage; and the underſtanding ſo cramped by 
oppreſſion, that human narure'ſcems to have forgot. 
den its original dignity, The French nation in theit 
late and preſent ſtruggles for liberty ſeem to have vi- 
. brated to the © oppoſite extreme. From exceſs of Deſ* 
potiſm, they appear to be plunging themſelves into the 
gulph of Anatchy An evil ink infinitely er than the 
moſt abi olute Tytanny. : 
I may be doabicd, whether there ore u Preach, : 
men in France; who have a true American idea of the 
_ Rights of Man; ſo irregular and fo capricious has 
been the conduct of their National Aﬀembly, 
The ſolution of this political problem, that man is 
capable of governing and being governed, of nee. 
and enjoying happineſs, without the intervention 
hereditary Lords and Tyrants, is reſetved for Ameri- 
ca—Iti ist to this — that the world is indebted tor 


5 


t 
tha” Sebi üs of this fact, that, though, the Th 
col focitty can tegulate the inheritance of. P19] X 775 . 
cubnot that of the human mind. wag vg 
- —_— princes and ſubjects, aifers and ſlaves, "were. 
inſeparable” appendages of human nature was the ad. 
tient received" opinion, and under the pradtical inſſu - 
ence of this iden, have mankind been objefted” for” 
many ages. 

But in this enlightened age; \ we bebolch mankind al. Po 

Timing their native dignity, ' The human ingot 
jecting itſelf to the Empire of Reaſon—We 9 1 
each individual freely exerciſing the diſpoſal of oF, N 
life, liberty and property, agreeable to. the la. 

The doctrine of mine and thine 1 is no lon er confi... 
ned to the uncertain caprice of a deſpot, but its_prin-, 
ciples are defined by the permanent laws of « que coun- | | 
try—If then my fellow citizens, we have been, thus. 
highly favoured ; thus diſtinguiſhed from the. other . 
nations of the earth, with the blengs of- Ladepen- 
dence, with a, free, equitable; and permanent govern. 
_ -mient; with the moſt unlimited exerciſe of all. " thaſe ; 
rights and Priviled es, to Which we are enfi itled by 
the laws of nature and of nature's God; is there. not the 
wideſt field open for the diſplay of gratitude | ! 85 

wie not this day in commemoration of that glorious" . 
vent, to that invifible being, who diſpoſes of affairs ac. 
_ cording to His will, offer up our tributes of praile and 
 thanksgiving 2 Ought we not to conſider, where ſore 
it is, that Providence hath been pleaſed, to make ſuch 


= nen ee in At arour 3 2 1 , 
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without arms, ammunition or manch without 8 
or allies, without laws, government or diſcipline, we 
were enabled to oppoſe, for a time, the unjuſt en- 
eroachments of one of the mightieſt powers in Eu- 
rope — And finally with ſubſequent and unforeſeen. 
aid, ſupported 3 in the conflict, till our enemies were 
compelled to ratify and acknowleage, that cee dg. 
which we are now celebrating. 
And while, we are thus emproving this opportuni- 
ty, 0 celebrate the Independence of our country; do- 
not out bteaſts heave with gratitude, aud our hearts 
palpitate with joy, in contraſting the preſent, with the 
yeat ſeveiteen hundred twenty one; when this town; 
was an uhcharter'd' foreſt, and its only. inhabitants 
were beaſts of prey ; and for many years afterwards. 
the inhabitants who had ſettied here, were continual- 
ly expofed to deſttuction by the incurſions of the In- 
dia ſavages*—Methinks, I now have in my eye, ſome 
of the relatives of thoſe. who have ſeverely expetien- 
cel the effects of their lavage barbarity—Whoſe bul-:. 
bands or wives, parents or children, brothers or ſiſters. 
| hive been facrificed to the ſhrine, of their inhuman 
ciueſty 1. it will rot be expected that 1 ſhould.e enter in- 
wt hiſtoric deduction of thoſe, events, as they are ſo- 
"From the deſign of this days celebration, Thoſe... 
1 it is probable, are much better dn to 2 
of you, than to me. Wis is lufficient for us chat We 


* reren aQually. 98 at the dennen of this »ddreſs, al! 


huſband of a woman killed by the Indians in-the*year 1749, wih 0 
ſeveral 24 children Alſo not only ſeveral of the brothers and 


ſiſlers of four men who were killed the year before, but * of: 
their children, | 
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habe no further occaſion; to fear their inſult, nor 


dread their vengeance. The huſbandman needs not 


now, his muſket as his neceſſary companion at the _ 


 _ - plough, nor the garriſon for his evening retreat. His 
arms may now reſt ſuſpended in his houſe, and with 


bis wife and children he may now ſieep in quiet, la- 
dour in peace and be happy. 1 doubt not, on this 


glorious oceaſion, that with the female part of this 


aſſembly I ſhall find union of hearts and hands. 


Vou my female friends, in a particular manner, have 


abundant reaſon to rejoice; the delicacy of your pet 
ſons, and the tyranny of cuſtom, render it far more 


difficult for you to emigrate from countries groaning 
_ - under the iron hand of oppreflion, than it is for us. 
|» You will therefore, 1 preſume cordially join in the 


_ _ celebration of this day. Your boſoms will glow 


With gratitude, and your countenances bloom with joy, | 


in the contemplation of that event, which reſtores to 


you, your huſbands, your lovers and your friends. 
The ſweetneſs of your ſmiles,. will alleviate any ſuf- 


_—_ ferings we may be called to endure in this fluQuating 
ſcene of things, and greatly enhances the fejicities of 


Independence. „ 3 
As we have now a firm and efficient governmeht, 
founded on the laws of equality and juſtice, which is 


- recognized by moſt of the belligerent Powers of Eu- 
rope, and which has become the admiration and the 


envy of the world; let us not be inattentive to the 


* 


practe eof thoſe moral virtues without which no 


 Soyernment can exiſt; may we be inſpired with holy 


___ * WaRyYiLLe's Travels. 
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